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Recommendation system was used for employing or appointing people 
according to their merits as a kind of official selection system. Its connotation was 
very rich, not only was used for recommending those who were official status, but 
also was used for recommending those who were not official status. The object of 
study of this paper is the recommendation system in Northern Song Dynasty, and the 
main discussion of object just is the former. 
The research question of this paper is focus on the malady and solving measures 
of the recommendation system during the operating process. Through the study of the 
question, we can not only know some malady and the reasons which resulted in the 
malady, but also know the views and proposes which the literati published, and how 
the rulers took measures to solve the malady, and how these measures had effect on 
the malady. 
The former achievements on the Institutional History of Song Dynasty from the 
system angle were relatively much, but the achievements from the actual operation 
angle were less. The purpose of this paper just is to reveal the actual situation of the 
recommendation system during the operating process from a certain side, which 
contributes to gain a realer and more intuitive cognition on the reality of History, and 
reflect the current Chinese society. 
    According to the analyses and interpretation of the historical data, I think that the 
system and its actual operation are not completely same. On the system setting, the 
recommendation system had been complete from Renzong to Shenzong, but much 
malady still appeared, less of which attributed to the defect of the initial system 
setting, more of which should attributed to the human factors. 
Facing the situation which the malady constantly deteriorate, the literati 
enthusiastically published their each views and proposes, and the rulers in Northern 
Song Dynasty actively took strong measures based on completely or partly adopting 
the literati’ views and proposes. Although these measures couldn’t eliminate the 
malady completely, they had some effect on limiting the malady in different periods 
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